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FALL 2011
PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

WINDY FALL AT NEWPORT STATE PARK
Hello All.

It was windy in Door County, particularly in Northern Door County, in late September. In fact, it was so windy that the park was closed for a week due to downed trees. On the afternoon and evening of Thursday, September 29th winds were steadily blowing at about 45 miles/hour and gusts as high as 65 miles/hour. Some of those gusts took down many trees in the park, to the point that all trails were not passable. The Wisconsin DNR Parks division closed all parks in Door County, Newport included, from September 30th to October 7th. Park personnel put in many hours clearing roadways and all trails at Newport State Park after the storm. Newport Wilderness Society (NWS) sponsored a work day in the park on October 28th to prepare trails for cross-county skiing, but all the work crews ended up helping park personnel finish cleaning up limbs and segments of downed trees from the September wind storm.
Mark your 2011/2012 calendars for following  upcoming events sponsored by NWS: A cross-country ski clinic will be held on December 31, 2011 and January 14, 2012 at 10 a.m. with a “professional” cross-country ski instructor. The annual Candlelight Cross-country ski/hike will occur on February 11, 2012. Bob Judd will lead two snowshoe clinics in February. A transit of Venus party will occur in June,  2012. 

Over the years Newport Wilderness Society has been very supportive of Newport State Park. None of this could have been accomplished without the members. I am still amazed at the willingness of members and non-member contributors for their financial and physical support to NWS. Most of the financial support provided by the Society for the past three years has been used to pay the salary and benefits for a limited term employee (LTE) park naturalist since the State has been cutting back on park personnel.

If you have not received an end-of-year letter asking you to help financially so the Society can continue to provide some help and support to the park, you will be receiving it soon. This year, the Society is hoping to provide more monies for an additional LTE park naturalist. Please continue to help so the park can remain viable. Thank you.
Happy Parks, 
Jack Travis

ANOTHER POEM WRITTEN DURING EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS

Root Cellar

By Phil Hansotia

Discovered at Newport Park

a remnant of an early settlement,

perhaps a hundred and fifty years ago.

Life was a hard battle to grow food,

beets, turnips, potatoes, and carrots, 

followed by the struggle to preserve these

through those long winter months.

The cellar was built secure 

against hostile entry.

On this hardscrabble northern tip

what must life have been? 

The daily hunt for game,

or fishing to net a catch.

      Chopping wood for heat and construction.

The stove and fireplace

were the heart of the home.

Not too many days to stretch 

and read or wonder what 

went on elsewhere!

Every once in a while visitors would drop in

and ma would put on some fresh meat.

Someone ran to the cellar

to get  turnips, carrots and a few potatoes. 

A pint of cow’s milk made a good custard.

And, who knows someone may have 

brought a good flagon of beer.

You can bet, up in the north-country,

A good time was had.

Note from the Editor: There was not enough room to publish the above poem in the last two issues of The Trillium. The root cellar described in this poem is located on Upland Trail and is shown in the following picture. How many of you have seen this?
[image: image5.jpg]SIRILLIUM

NEWPORT WILDERNESS SOCIETY




  
NEWPORT STATE PARK ACQUIRES ANOTHER AWARD
For the past few years The Friends of Wisconsin State Parks (FWSP) organization has given a number of awards to state parks having a best or unique feature. This year Newport State Park was awarded a plaque recognizing the park as having the “Best Place for Reflection and Meditation” in the entire park system. This is the first time this particular award has been presented by FWSP.




Jack Travis, President of NWS, is accepting the award for Newport State Park from Tracey Schwalbe, President of Friends of Wisconsin State Parks, and Dan Schuller, State Parks Director. 
Errors and Misconceptions about Door

County Geology

(an editorial, continued)

Allan F. Schneider

In an interesting book titled ”The Park,” the author records his extensive knowledge of Peninsula State Park and his many experiences of camping in the park for more than 50 years.   In the second chapter of the book about the geology of the park, the author states that “the oldest rocks on earth date back to the Cambrian periods of geologic time and are over 520 million years old.”  He continues with the statements that “rocks of this age are exposed at different places on earth.  One large exposure is the Canadian Shield which covers much of Canada … and extends down through the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and into the northern parts of Wisconsin.” 

I regret to say that these are some of the worst geologic errors I have come across.  Although Cambrian rocks are fairly old (about 500 to 550 million years old), they are far from being “the oldest rocks on earth.”   Rocks of Precambrian age have been recognized for at least 150 years, not only in Europe, but also in the United States -- or at least since John Wesley Powell’s first exploration of the Grand Canyon in 1869. Rocks of Precambrian age are known to be as old as 3.9 billion years -- or about 7 times as old as the oldest Cambrian rocks. Furthermore, the rocks that make up the Canadian Shield in northern Wisconsin are Precambrian in age, not Cambrian as the author of “The Park” infers. These rocks are dated at more than 1800 million years old, and some of the Shield rocks are 2500 million years old.  Even the beautiful quartzite rocks at Wisconsin’s most visited state park (Devils Lake) are about 1700 million years old, and some of the rocks there are still older. 

Two other problems occur in the geologic chapter of “The Park” – misconceptions that I discussed in the first article of this series in The Trillium:  the use of limestone vs. dolostone (or dolomite) and the number of major glaciations during the Ice Age.  The author seems  undecided about what name to use to describe the bedrock of the Door Peninsula and Peninsula State Park, referring to it several times as limestone (for example, “the limestone that forms the backbone of the peninsula”), but also as dolomite (Editor’s note – all visible bedrock in Door County is dolostone).

Four major ice advances are inferred to have occurred during the Ice Age and are identified by name (Nebraskan, Kansan, Illinoisan, Wisconsin). As I mentioned in an earlier article, we do not know how many major glaciations there were, but certainly there were more than four. Also, the names Nebraskan and Kansan for two of these glaciations have not been used by glacial geologists for about 30 years now. Textbooks and other sources on this subject are simply out of date.

Note 1:  I recently corresponded with the author of “The Park“, regarding his errors.  He has graciously acknowledged the errors and plans to correct them for a second edition of his book.  Wonderful!  (As I stated in an earlier article, it is my hope that readers of The Trillium will help to correct some of the errors and misconceptions I have referred to in these editorials.)
Note 2:  In a previous editorial I should have mentioned that glacial Lake Algonquin occupied the Lake Michigan and Lake Huron basins beginning about 11,000 radiocarbon years ago (about 12,900  calendar years ago), near the end of the Ice Age.  Lake Algonquin was then followed by a very low lake phase called Lake Chippewa in the Lake Michigan basin (Lake Stanley in the Huron basin) before lake level rose back up to the 605-foot postglacial Nipissing level about 4800 radiocarbon years ago. 
Note 3. With reference to my editorial on the Niagara Escarpment that appeared in the Fall 2010 issue of The Trillium:  Apparently the authors or editors of Wikipedia, the free internet encyclopedia, do not quite understand the difference between a cuesta and an escarpment either, as evidenced by the statement that “The Niagara Escarpment is a long escarpment, or cuesta, in the United States and Canada . . .” By definition, an escarpment is not a cuesta, although the two are generally associated - as is the case with the Niagara Escarpment and the Niagara Cuesta of the Door Peninsula.
RECOGNITION OF
WARREN AND JEAN DEWALT
Warren Dewalt honorably served as President of the Society from July 1995 to December 31, 2004. Jean did an admiral job setting up a membership data base and serving as the Membership Data Base Administrator during much of the time that Warren was President.

At the October 2011 NWS board meeting, board members approved a motion to honor Warren and Jean for all the dedicated years they offered Newport Wilderness Society with an honorary life membership. Up until now, Warren and Jean have maintained a family membership.
Warren and Jean, thank you for all of your dedication to the betterment of Newport State Park and Newport Wilderness Society.
TRANSIT OF VENUS
An interesting thing is going to happen in the June 5th evening sky, a transit of Venus. A transit of Venus occurs when the planet Venus crosses the Sun directly between the Sun and Earth. During a transit, Venus can be seen from Earth as a small black disk moving across the face of the Sun. The transit will be best viewed from the Pacific Ocean. North America will be able to see the start of the transit.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:VenusTransit2012-Map-2.gif


The above diagram showing areas where the transit of Venus will be visible is from:  
The beginning of the transit of Venus will be visible in Door County, provided there are clear skies, near sunset.

NWS is planning an off-park Transit of Venus party in Ellison Bay the evening of June 5th. At least one telescope with necessary shielding will be available for viewing.

RECOGNITION OF WORK DONE BY MEMBERS
Volunteers logged in 268.5 hours in 2011; of which 53 were interpretive hours; 96 were stewardship hours, 39 were for assisting with the annual candlelight cross-country ski/hike activity and 100 were assisting with park maintenance. Of special note, Jon Peterson logged in 48.5 hours after retiring as the park ranger, Bob Judd logged in 24 hours on invasive plant species and Steve Uglinica logged in 16 hours leading Hotz History Hikes. Thanks, however, to all volunteers for a job well done.
LAKE MICHIGAN WATER LEVEL
As of December 6th, Lake Michigan average water level was at 577.62 feet; which is 0.88 feet below chart datum of 578.50 feet, 0.33 feet below September 9th and 3.98 feet below the highest monthly average of record of 581.60 feet in19641.  

1http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/hh/GreatLakesWaterLevels/GLWL-CurrentMonth-Feet.pdf 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: The annual Candlelight Cross-country Ski/Hike event at Newport State Park will occur on Saturday, February 11, 2012. The event starts at 5:30 p.m. and ends at 8:30 p.m. 
More information will be forthcoming about the plans for the Transit of Venus party in June 2012. 
The following local businesses and organizations are supporters of Newport Wilderness Society: Associated Bank, Baylake Bank, Bayshore Outdoor, Inc., Ellison Bay Service Club, Ecology Sports, Going Garbage & Recycling, Inc., Uncle Tom’s Newport School Candies, Voight Automotive, Sister Bay Bowl, Wagon Trail Campgrounds, Washington Island Ferry Line and Dr. John Ludwigsen, DDS. The Board of Directors of NWS thanks these businesses and organizations and request that members extend their thanks also. 

the Newport Wilderness Society, inc  is the Official Friends Group for Newport State Park and is a 501[c][3] non-profit, tax exempt educational organization  -  dues and donations are tax deductible within the limits of the law.
